Publication Date: Wednesday, June 17, 2026
STATE OF MAINE
NOTICE OF STATE AGENCY RULEMAKING

PUBLIC INPUT FOR RULES A list of state agency rule proposals is published here each Wednesday. You can get a copy of a proposed rule by contacting the person listed in the notice. You can comment on a proposed rule by submitting a written comment to the agency or by attending the public hearing, if one is scheduled. If no hearing is scheduled, you can request one.  The agency must hold a hearing if it receives 5 or more requests.  If you have a disability and need assistance to participate in a hearing, you should tell the agency at least 7 days before the hearing. ONLINE INFORMATION Weekly notices, full text of adopted rules, and a list of agency rulemaking contacts are available at this website: 

https://www.maine.gov/sos/cec/rules/index.html
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[bookmark: _Hlk232081667]AGENCY: Department of Health and Human Services, Office for Family Independence
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 10-144 C.M.R. Ch. 609, Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program Employment and Training (SNAP E&T) Rules [Sections 1, 2, 4, 5, 6, and 8; SNAP E&T #9 – Participant Supports Update] 
TYPE OF RULE: Routine Technical
PROPOSAL FILING NUMBER: 2026-P154
BRIEF SUMMARY: The Department proposes updates to 10-144 C.M.R. Ch. 609; Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program – Employment and Training (SNAP E&T) rules to ensure consistency with other Department of Health and Human Services, Office for Family Independence Employment and Training programs. Section 4 (III)(B) would provide clarity that the most cost-effective approach reasonable for the Participant’s Individualized Employment Plan (IEP) must be selected for institutions charging tuition. In addition, Section 4(III)(B) would add clarifying language that sets parameters for tuition reimbursement. Further, the proposed rule would make non-substantive changes to correct typographical errors, improve readability, and provide clarifying language for readers, participants, and Department staff. 
PUBLIC HEARING: No public hearing is scheduled.
COMMENT DEADLINE: Monday, July 20, 2026, at 5:00 p.m. Eastern Time. Written public comments may be submitted via the link at https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/about/rulemaking.
CONTACT PERSON FOR THIS FILING: 
Patricia Dushuttle, Special Projects Program Manager- SNAP
DHHS, Office for Family Independence, 109 Capitol Street, Augusta, ME 04333-0011
(207) 215-0995
(207) 287-3455
TTY Users Call 711 (Maine Relay)
Patricia.Dushuttle@maine.gov 
CONTACT PERSON FOR SMALL BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT: N/A
[bookmark: _Hlk213059925]FINANCIAL IMPACT ON MUNICIPALITIES OR COUNTIES: No fiscal impact to municipalities or counties is anticipated.
STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THIS RULE: 22 M.R.S. §§ 42(1) and 3104
SUBSTANTIVE STATE OR FEDERAL LAW BEING IMPLEMENTED: N/A
AGENCY WEBSITE:   
EMAIL ADDRESS FOR OVERALL AGENCY RULEMAKING LIAISON:  


AGENCY: Maine Public Employees Retirement System
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 94-411 C.M.R. Ch. 506, Eligibility for Disability Retirement Benefits
TYPE OF RULE: Routine Technical
PROPOSAL FILING NUMBER: 2026-P155
BRIEF SUMMARY: This chapter sets forth the standards and processes for determining eligibility for disability retirement benefits. The proposed amended rule chapter implements changes enacted in PL 2025, c. 598 and clarifies that a member reinstated to service under certain conditions is considered to have been in service throughout the period of reinstatement. 
PUBLIC HEARING: Thursday, July 9, 2026, 10:00 AM, Fisher Meeting Room, One City Center, Portland, Maine 
COMMENT DEADLINE: Monday, July 20, 2026, 4:00 PM
CONTACT PERSON FOR THIS FILING: 
Bill Brown, Director, Actuarial and Legislative Affairs
P.O. Box 349, Augusta, ME 04332
1-800-451-9800 or (207) 512-3100
(207) 512-3101
711
bill.brown@mainepers.org 
CONTACT PERSON FOR SMALL BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT (if different): N/A
FINANCIAL IMPACT ON MUNICIPALITIES OR COUNTIES (if any): There is no anticipated fiscal impact of this amended rule.
STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THIS RULE: 5 M.R.S. §§ 17103(4)
SUBSTANTIVE STATE OR FEDERAL LAW BEING IMPLEMENTED (if different): N/A
AGENCY WEBSITE:  
EMAIL ADDRESS FOR OVERALL AGENCY RULEMAKING LIAISON:  


AGENCY: Maine Public Employees Retirement System
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 94-411 C.M.R. Ch. 513, Disability Retirement Compensation Limitations and Benefit Offsets
TYPE OF RULE: Routine Technical
PROPOSAL FILING NUMBER: 2026-P156
BRIEF SUMMARY: This chapter provides guidance on compensation limits and offsets applicable to disability retirement benefits. The proposed amended rule chapter updates references in conformity with PL 2025, c. 598 and eliminates the requirement that excess benefit payments addressed by this chapter be reimbursed to the System.
PUBLIC HEARING: Thursday, July, 9, 2026, 10:00 AM, Fisher Meeting Room, One City Center, Portland, Maine
COMMENT DEADLINE: Monday, July 20, 2026, 4:00 PM
CONTACT PERSON FOR THIS FILING: 
Bill Brown, Director of Actuarial and Legislative Affairs
P.O. Box 349, Augusta, ME 04332
1-800-451-9800 or (207) 512-3100
(207) 512-3101
711
bill.brown@mainepers.org 
CONTACT PERSON FOR SMALL BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT (if different): N/A
FINANCIAL IMPACT ON MUNICIPALITIES OR COUNTIES (if any): There is no estimated financial impact on municipalities or counties
STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THIS RULE: 5 M.R.S. § 17103(4)
SUBSTANTIVE STATE OR FEDERAL LAW BEING IMPLEMENTED (if different): N/A
AGENCY WEBSITE:
EMAIL ADDRESS FOR OVERALL AGENCY RULEMAKING LIAISON:  
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[bookmark: _Hlk213059876][bookmark: _Hlk213059067]AGENCY: Department of Agriculture, Conservation, and Forestry,  Board of Pesticides Control
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 01-026 C.M.R. Ch. 40, Maine Restricted and Limited Use Pesticides
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-128

CONCISE SUMMARY:

The Board has initiated rulemaking pursuant to recently passed laws by the 132nd legislature. These include LD 1697 (PL 2025 c. 292), which requires the Board to make the chemical tebuthiuron restricted use and LD 356 (RESLV 2025 c. 47), which requires the Board to make certain rodenticides prohibited unless used by a commercial applicator. The proposed changes to rules should satisfy these two legislative mandates.   

EFFECTIVE DATE: Tuesday, June 16, 2026
[bookmark: _Hlk231896203]
AGENCY CONTACT PERSON:
Name: Alexander Peacock
Agency Name: Board of Pesticides Control
Mailing Address: 6 SHS, Augusta, ME 04333
Telephone Number: 207 441 4193
Email Address: 


AGENCY: Department of Education
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 05-017 C.M.R. Ch. 101, Maine Unified Special Education Regulation Birth to Age Twenty-Two  
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-129 (Emergency Rule)

CONCISE SUMMARY:

In this emergency rule, the Maine Department of Education is adding private schools serving as out-of-district educational placements as potential parties to mediations, due process hearings, and expedited due process hearings in the Maine Unified Special Education Regulation (“MUSER”) to avoid an imminent and ongoing threat to the health, safety and general welfare of students with disabilities who are entitled to a free, appropriate public education (“FAPE”), the dedicated professionals who provide educational services to them, and the school community-at-large.  

EFFECTIVE DATE: Friday, June 12, 2026

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON:
Name: Laura Cyr, Ph. D
Agency Name: Department of Education
Mailing Address: 23 SHS Augusta Maine 04333
Telephone Number: 207446-8791
Email Address: laura.cyr@maine.gov 
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